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Ant 5283


Hunters and Gatherers 

Dr. Robert J. Hard, Fall 2003, HSS 3.02.52, Thur. 2:00 – 4:45 pm,

Office HSS 4.04.32, 458-7409, rhard@utsa.edu , 

Office hrs: Tues 12 – 1 pm and 4:45-5:30 pm or by appt.

Required Texts:
Kelly, R. L.

    1995  The Foraging Spectrum:Diversity in Hunter-Gatherer Lifeways. Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington, D.C.

Recommended Text:

Lee, R. B. and R. Daly, editors

1999  The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Hunters and Gatherers. University Press,  Cambridge.

Purpose of class:  We will review research in hunter gatherer studies and their significance in anthropology. Hunter-gatherer studies have always played a critical role in the development of anthropological thought and that role continues to the present. Our focus will be on recent research and its implication for understanding variability in hunter-gatherer societies in both ethnographic and archaeological contexts. We will consider evolutionary and ecological approaches as well as the limits of these approaches and alternatives. I will utilize my own research projects as examples of problem-oriented research related to hunter-gatherer studies. The primary learning objective of this class is “Learning fundamental principles, generalizations, or theories related to hunter-gatherers studies in anthropology.”

The class should give you an opportunity to develop your analytical, reading, and writing skills and increase your appreciation of some of the exciting research that anthropologists are currently engaged in. I would hope that at the end of the class you could independently develop approaches to hunter-gatherer research. The class also provides you an opportunity to prepare for comprehensive exam questions particularly related to theoretical issues surrounding hunter-gatherer topics.

This course fulfills three hours of anthropology graduate credit as a regular, organized seminar. It can count toward fulfilling the requirement of 9 semester credit hours of electives in regular, organized graduate anthropology courses toward the 33 or 36 hours required for the degree. Consult the university catalog for specifics.

Exam: Only one exam will be given and it will be given of an essay type. It will count for 20% of your grade

Research paper. Your topic of your research paper will be related to hunter-gatherer research in either an archaeological or ethnographic settings. I would encourage you to develop a topic that is related to your interests and potential thesis topic(s). I would like to provide guidance in the preparation of these papers to give you the maximum opportunity to prepare a successful paper. You will prepare the paper in 4 stages and submit the following: 1) description of your topic (5% of course grade); 2) outline and bibliography (5%); 3) rough draft (15%); and 4) final draft (20%). 

Potential topics: Cross-cultural analysis of relevant topics (e.g. storage, mobility, architecture, demography, aggregation, territoriality, trade, political organization, warfare, labor investment, food-processing, sexual devision of labor, resource intensitification etc.) Review of archaeological methods related to similar topics (e.g. methods of assessing storage, measuring population, territoriality, aspects of subsistence, etc.). Ecological modeling of prehistoric adaptations is also a possibility. You may also review literature related to particular problem domain such as sedentism, adoption of agriculture, formation of social complexity, etc. as it relates to hunters and gatherers. These are just examples, others are possible.

Style.Final papers should be of the highest quality following the American Antiquity style guide. Points will be deducted for not following the guide in all matters (bibliography, in-text citations, etc.); as well as improper spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc.

Class Discussion and readings. Being prepared for class and contributing to discussions are critical parts of the seminar format and will count toward 20% of your grade. For most weeks two students will be assigned to lead discussions. Readings will be placed in a folder in HSS 3.02.52. Some material, particularly books, maybe placed on reserve at the library. In both cases you may temporarily borrow them (2 hour maximum) for copying. Please do not take them out overnight. Be ready to discuss the general purpose, methods, conclusions, criticisms, and comparisons of the readings in class. 

Homework Assignments: A number of assignments will be given and will count toward 15% of your grade.

Late Assignments: All work is due at class time. Always retain copies of your work. Work turned in late will be penalized in the following way counting calendar days: For the first day late 3 pts will be deducted, every day thereafter one point is deducted. Late papers are regrettable but its far better to get it in late than not at all.
Missed Exams: If an exam is missed due to a documented serious illness or emergency you may take a make-up exam that will be scheduled on a case by case basis.

Grades: Grading will be based on a normal 10 point scale, eg  90-100 = A, 80-89=B, etc. (On graded work letter grades will correlate with numerical grades in the following way: A+ = 98, A=95, A- = 93, B+ = 88, etc.).Please note that university policies forbid reporting grades by telephone, fax or e-mail. Do not request grades from administrative staff.

Incomplete grades. No incomplete grades will be given, exceptions will be granted only under the most extenuating, well documented circumstances.

Class attendance and punctuality. Students are expected to attend class. If you must be absent have another student take detailed notes. Please be one time. Late arrivals and early departures distract the other students and important assignments and information may be missed. If you know you must leave class early please let me know at the beginning of class. Please turn cell phones and beepers off prior to class.

Videos. The class will employ several videos that illustrate important points of the course.

Scholastic Dishonesty: “’Plagiarism’means the appropriation by any means of another’s work and the unacknowledged incorporation of that work in one’s own written work offered for credit. ‘Collusion’ means the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written work offered for credit.” (from University statement on scholastic dishonesty)

Disabilities: Students with disabilities are required to register with Disability Services (MS 2.03.18, 458 -4157). Some support services including registration Support services, including registration assistance and equipment, are available to students with documented disabilities through the Office of Disabled Student Services (DSS), M.S. 2.03.18. Students are encouraged to contact that office at 458-4157 prior to starting classes to make arrangements.

Tentative Schedule Sept 4

	Class No.
	Date
	Topic
	To be read prior to class
	Activities

	1
	Aug 28
	Introduction

 EHRAF assignment

Video- !Kung, 


	
	

	2
	 Sept 4
	H &G & Anthro;


	Lee and DeVore 1968; Kelly Chap 1 , Lee and Daly Forward and Introduction p. 1-19; Ingold in L & D  pp. 399-410
	Be prepared to discuss conceptions of H & G among Lee & DeVore, Kelly, & L & Daly 

Due eHRAF assignment

	3
	Sep 11
	Anthro Theory


	Kelly Chap 2, B. Davis-Brothers

Wissler 1922 (skim but esp. Intro. Chap 1, 14, 15, & 19)- J. Dowling; 

Steward 1955:178-209; J. Dowling

Orlove 1980 J Dowling
	Discussion led by Brian Davis-Brothers 

and Dowling

culture history, cultural ecology, cultural evolution  behavioral ecology



	4
	Sep 18
	Subsistence 

Why do H&G eat what they do?


	Kelly Chap 3 

TBA
	Kemp and Poyas

Paper topic due

	5
	Sep 25
	Subsistence


	Kelly Chap 3

TBA
	Speer and Wagner

	6
	Oct 2
	Mobility patterns

Why do H&G settle?
	Kelly Chap 4;

TBA
	Zimmerman and Davies

	7
	Oct 9
	Sharing, Exchange & Land Tenure; 

Why do H&G share?

Why do territories emerge?

Warfare
	Kelly Chap 5

TBA
	Dowling and Kemp

Outline and bib due

	8
	Oct 16
	Group Size & Reproduction;  

Why do populations grow or not?


	Kelly Chap 6

TBA
	Poyas and Speer

	9
	Oct 23

 
	Sex roles, Egalitarian and Nonegalitartian

Why does differential status emerge?


	Kelly Chap 7 & 8

TBA
	Wagner and Zimmerman



	10
	Oct 30
	
	
	Exam



	11
	Nov 6
	Beginning of Farming

Why does farming emerge?

Group Size and Demography

Sedentism
	Kelly Ch 9

TBA
	

	12
	Nov 13
	Beginning of Farming
	TBA
	Rough Draft due

	13
	Nov 20
	How is farming related to sedentism?


	TBA
	Last Day of Class 



	
	Nov 27
	TDAY Holiday
	
	

	
	Dec 8
	
	
	Final Paper Due
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